IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of 



Katsuhisa SATOH 

Serial No.: 10/031,399 
Filed: January 18, 2002 
For: DISK PLAYER 
Box Petitions 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Group Art Unit: 2311 
Examiner: CHEN, TIANJIE 



Hdjustnent date: 01/12/£8i0 6ARIAS 
lU/lfe/2089 RIORAHT 60808816 580481 10031399 



488.00 CR 



PETITION FOR DUPLICATE LETTERS PATENT 



Sir: 



Applicant hereby requests duplicate letters patent for the above Application. 
Applicant submits that the first letters patent was not received by Applicant's representatives. 

In particular, Applicant submits that the USPTO's own error caused the letters patent 
to be mailed to a wrong address and that therefore no fees are due . 

On February 24, 2006, a Notice of Allowance was issued. See Exhibit 1 . The Issue 
Fee was timely filed on May 19, 2006. In paying the issue fee, Applicant's representative, 
McGinn IP Law Group, was clearly indicated. See Exhibit 2. However, in a June 5, 2006 
communication from the USPTO, Application 1 0/03 1 ,399 was erroneously referred to in a 
communication regarding a different application. As a result, the correspondence address of 
the present application was improperly and without authorization changed to "General 
Electric Co." of Pittsfield, MA. That is, the USPTO erroneously conflated the present 
Application with another application, Application Serial No. 1 J/031,399. See Exhibit 3. 

On July 7, 2006, Applicant contacted the USPTO regarding this error. However, by 

10/16/2009 RHEBRAHT 80000016 503481 10031399 
01 FC:1462 480.00 DA 



Application No. 10/855,511 2 # 

Docket No. NEC-562-US 

this time, it appears that the original letters patent were sent to the "General Electric Co." 
address. Applicant has also filed numerous submissions to the USPTO attempting to inquire 
of the location of the letters patent and has not received any reply from the USPTO (as shown 
on the USPTO PAIR website). That is, Applicant filed requests for status on August 17, 
2009, July 15, 2008, and January 22, 2008. See e.g. Exhibit 4 where the PAIR screen shot of 
October 14, 2009 Web-page shows no response to Applicant's numerous requests. 

Therefore, Applicant has not received the letters patent only from the USPTO's error 
and not from any action taken by Applicant. Nor has the USPTO responded to Applicant's 
previous communications. Therefore, Applicant submits that no fee is due at this time. 

In addition, Applicant hereby authorizes the USPTO to charge the fee required under 
37 C.F.R. §1.182 of $400 should it be necessary. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in fees or to credit 
any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-0481 . 



Date: October 15, 2009 




Reg. No. 34,386 

McGinn Intellectual Property Law Group, PLLC 

8321 Old Courthouse Rd., Suite 200 
Vienna, Virginia 22182 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 



Enclosures: 

Exhibits 1-4 



UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Washington, D.C 20231 



REQUEST FOR PATENT FEE REFUND 



1 Date of Request: 



01/07/10 



| | 2 Serial/Patent # 



10/031,399 



3 Please refund the following fee(s): 



* PAPER 
NUMBER 



5 DATE 
FILED 



6 AMOUNT 



Filing 



Amendment 



Extension of Time 



Notice of Appeal/Appeal 



X 



Petition 



PET.OP 



10/15/09 



$ 400.00 



Issue 



Cert of Correction/Terminal Disc. 



Maintenance 



Assignment 



Other 



5Z 



2: 




10 REASON: 



7 TOTAL AMOU 
OF REFUND 



400.00 



8 TO BE REFUNDED BY: 



Treasury Check 



X 



Overpayment 



X 



Credit Deposit A/C #: 



Duplicate Payment 



5 


0 




0 


4 


8 


1 



No Fee Due (Explanation) 



No fee due, Office error 



11 REFUND REQUESTED BY: 



TYPED/ PRINTED NAME: 
SIGNATURE: 



Diane Goodwyn 



/dgoodwyn/ 



TITLE: 
PHONE: 



Paralegal 



571-272-6735 



Petitions 



OFFICE: 

************************************************************************* 

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR FINANCE USE ONLY: 
APPROVED: C^^PC^- - - ^><^^& DATE: 



Ql//jl/lO 



Instructions for completion of this form appear on the back. After completion, attach 
white and yellow copies to the official file and mail or hand-cdny to: 



FORM PTO 1577 
(01/90) 



Office of Finance 
Refund Branch 
Crystal Park One, Room 802B 



